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HOWARDIAN LOCAL NATURE RESERVE
NATURE TRAIL

General Information

ACCess The nature trail begins and ends at the [pswich
Foad entrances to the Resarve,

Parking On street parking is available nearby.

Fublic Transport, Buses serve Colchester Avenue and Newport
Foad,

Special Interest Birds, plamts and insects.

Distance T Ekm (1.5 miles)

Ohwnership The zite is owned and supervised by Cardiff City

Council Leisure and Amenities Depaniment.
Value Statement

The Reserve was specifically created to provide a habitat and breeding ground for the
other species of life which share our planel. In order to preserve it, humans must
reduce their presence and impact to the very minimum to avoid upsetting and
disturbing the delicate balance existing in the Reserve. You are therefore requested
not to make unnecessary noise and to observe the by-laws designed to protect the
inhabitants of the Reserve. Specifically, when visiting the Reserve, please comply
with the fallowing:-

* Mo faking or harming of any amimal or egg,
® Mo faking or harming of any plant,

* Vo camping.

* No dogs unless under proper contral.

& No motor vehicles.

* No eyeles.

& No guns.

* No fires.

® Mo litfer
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Background

In 1973 CardifT City Council asked the Natural History Socicty of Howardian High
School if it would like to manage 6 acres of scrub/grassfwoodland, adjacent 1o the
School, a5 a natore reserve. Thus began 17 years of invelvement by the pupils with
the Reserve, until the school's closure in 1990, During this time the Reserve was
gradually extcnded to 30 acres. A large part of the Reserve comprises a former
domestic rubbish Lip, 15 fect decp sealed with a foot or so of top seil. The tip was las
worked in 1970, Hence, much of the reserve is man made bul retains the
characteristics of estuarine communities, semi-natural woodlands and emerging scrub
vegelalion.

This range of habilats attracts a wide variety of plants and animal life Howardian
Local Mature Reserve is one of the first examples of a slalulory nature reserve being
established on a former domestic refuse site and it therefore scrves as a valuable
example to other similar schemes throughout Britain,

The Reserve is truly urban, being bounded by major roads and ndustrial and
residential developments. 1L is also traversed by various services including three nin
underground sewers, two underground drains, overhead and underground power
cables and a dual carriageway traflic indicator cable.

The Entrance and the Tump
The trail begins at the new cntrance to the reserve found just 10 the left of the

clectricity sub station near the entry gates of the new David Lloyd Leisure site an
Ipswich Road. The trail then follows the northern edge of a raised twmp lur sone







































